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Thesis Abstract

Despite significant critique, the processes of resettlement and rehabilitation (R&R), due to
dam-induced displacement, continue to remain transactional and based on material
equivalence. This study aims to understand how people displaced by dam projects have
experienced the processes of R&R. It critically examines the existing policy landscape
grounded in frameworks that are primarily focused on compensation and explores how a
‘capabilities’ approach to resettlement policies could lead to more just outcomes. Based on two
case studies of rehabilitation in dam projects in Jammu and Kashmir, the study proposes a

rehabilitation framework that integrates the enhancement of human capabilities.

This study examines how people displaced by hydropower projects experience rehabilitation
and resettlement (R&R), and how a capabilities-based framework can lead to more just and
sustainable outcomes. It questions the long-standing reliance on compensation-based
rehabilitation mechanisms. It argues for a deeper understanding of how displacement

transforms people’s freedoms and their capability to live a meaningful life.

Development-induced displacement is one of the most pressing challenges of our time.
Globally, tens of millions are displaced every year by infrastructure projects, yet most never
regain their former well-being. In India, dams remain a significant cause of forced relocation,
often affecting marginalized social groups. Despite policy evolution, from the 1894 Land
Acquisition Act to the 2013 LARR Act, rehabilitation remains transactional and materialistic.
The study contends that such approaches fail to recover the lost capabilities, the real freedoms

that enable people to live lives they value, thereby perpetuating injustice and exclusion.

The research adopts a mixed-methods, qualitative-led design across two major hydropower
projects: the Kishanganga dam project in Bandipora and the Pakal Dul project in the Kishtwar

district of Jammu and Kashmir. Through over 40 in-depth interviews with people, 15 with



officials, 105 household surveys, and analysis of policy reports, rehabilitation plans etc, the
study traces the institutional landscape, power structures, and lived experiences of
displacement across the aforementioned sites. Phased fieldwork between 2022 and 2025
combined archival research, actor mapping, and community-level inquiry to triangulate

insights from policy, practice, and lived experience.

Field evidence suggests that R&R in regions like Jammu and Kashmir remains fragmented,
bureaucratically driven, and largely inattentive to the socio-spatial realities of affected
communities. Displacement erodes not only livelihoods and housing but also social cohesion,
ecological belonging, and psychological well-being. Women and vulnerable individuals bear
disproportionate burdens, while participation in decision-making remains tokenistic. By
linking spatial dimensions with the ability to convert benefits into real opportunities, the study
demonstrates that justice is not only about what people receive but where and how they can

rebuild their lives.

While earlier research and policy reports have called for more humane and participatory
approaches to rehabilitation, this study makes a distinctive contribution by demonstrating
how such justice can be realised in practice through a capability- and spatially informed

policy approach across various developmental contexts, both nationally and globally.



Abstract in Hindi
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